Lakewood Neighborhood Association

VFW Hall – Washington Street

Monday, October 22, 2007

Mary Johnston, President, called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. 
Mary invited everyone to have some pizza. It was provided by John Carroll, the guest speaker for the evening.

Councilmen’s Corner

Councilman Bob Cushman

Councilman Cushman reported that he has been receiving lots of calls regarding speeding and traffic studies.  He briefly talked about the NITE Program.

There are big issues between the Sewer Authority and the City Council right now.  The Council is inquiring as to why the rates for sewer increased from $52/sq. ft. to $82/sq. ft. in just one year.

The City Council is concerned about health care costs and crossing guards.  The Council would like to see more crossing guard posts are a reduced cost.
He discussed the importance of increasing the number of reading specialists in the schools.

Councilman Cushman stated that the city needs to set priorities, as this is going to be a tough budget year.  Bond money is frozen and the surplus is dropping.  The Council is trying to tie things to healthcare.

There are also airport concerns.  There is a proposal to extend Route 37 to Squantum Drive.
Councilman Bruce Place 

Councilman Place brought the impact study from the FAA.  It will increase traffic in our neighborhoods.  

There is a proposal to change the zoning on Airport Road.  (It was rescinded before the meeting, but another proposal is expected at the next meeting.)  The proposal is for a box facility for Home Depot on Commerce Drive.  The development would probably consist of Home Depot, Stop & Shop and another retail store.

Airport Road sees 89,000 cars a day.  They are looking to extend Route 37 and the runway.  If Route 37 is extended, those 89,000 cars will now be dumped onto Warwick Avenue instead of Post Road.

October 13th was declared Katherine Place Day in the City of Warwick.  Katherine Place is Councilman Place’s mother.  She is a self-proclaimed historian of Lakewood.

Councilman Place briefly spoke about the crossing guard situation.

Guest Speaker
 John Carroll, Esq.
627 Warwick Avenue (Right next to Little John’s)

Specializes in car accidents & personal injury

John Carroll was a claims adjuster for Amica Insurance for 12 years.  He has lots of experience with auto accident claims.  He is a member of the Rhode Island and Massachusetts BARs.  He takes about 50% of the cases that go his way.

John spoke about what he does and also answer members’ questions.

Community Report

Officer Joe Mee
Officer Mee read the police activity within the past month.
He stated that there has been an increase in larcenies from vehicles.  GPS systems are still one of the most popular items being stolen.

With Halloween coming, he cautioned members that there will probably be an increase in egging over the next few days.
Officer Mee also reported that the ‘graffiti kids’ were caught.  There were 3 of them.
Elections

Mary Johnston reminded members that our yearly elections are due to be held next month.  That meeting will be held on Monday, November 26th.
Mary Johnston adjourned the meeting at 8:10pm.
